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TRACTS  DISTRIBUTED. 


ENGLISH. 

October — No.  273.  The  Lost  Soul. 

November — No.  292.  Are  You  Ready  ? 

December — No.  299.  Where  is  He  ? 

January — New  Year’s  Tract. 

February — No.  174.  Quench  not  the  Spirit. 

March — No.  399.  Dialogue  between  the  Bible  and  the  Sinner. 

April — No.  382.  Have  me  Excused. 

May — No.  403.  If  any  Man  Thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me  and  Drink. 
June — No.  404.  I  have  not  Time. 

July — No.  398.  The  Lost  Restored. 

August — No.  325.  My  Spirit  shall  not  always  Strive. 

September — No.  188.  A  Word  to  Mothers. 


GERMAN. 

October — No.  93.  Hope  of  Future  Repentance. 
November — No.  87.  Grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit. 
December — No.  88.  The  Outcast. 

January — No.  89.  What  is  it  to  Believe”! 
February — No.  91.  Conversion  of  a  Deist. 

March — No.  97.  Hufeland  on  Intemperance. 
April — No.  3.  Swearer’s  Prayer. 

May — No.  2.  Remember  the  Sabbath  Day. 

June — No.  40.  Warning  to  Sabbath  Breakers. 
July — No.  94.  Plints  to  Travellers. 

August — No.  61.  The  Bible  the  Best  of  Books. 
September — No.  68.  The  Fool’s  Pence. 


FRENCH. 

October — No.  6.  Wm.  Churchman. 

November — No.  5.  What  is  it  to  be  Born  Again  1 
December — No.  17.  Great  Effects  from  Little  Causes. 
January — No.  19.  Two  Old  Men. 

February — No.  1.  The  Cross  of  Christ. 

March — No.  33.  James  Cavers. 

April — No.  4.  Poor  Joseph. 

May — No.  12.  Cabin  Boy. 

June — No.  45.  Return  from  Fishing. 

July — No.  21.  Do  You  Want  a  Friend? 

August — No.  25.  Exhortation  Against  the  Fear  of  Death. 
September — No.  18.  Common  Errors. 


ANNIVERSARY  MEETING. 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Tract 
Society  was  held  in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
the  Rev.  John  Todd  is  Pastor,  on  Tuesday  evening  September 
22d,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

The  exercises  of  the  evening  were  commenced  by  the  singing 
of  the  following  hymn : 

Sow  in  the  morn  thy  seed, 

At  eve  hold  not  thy  hand ; 

To  doubt  and  fear  give  thou  no  heed, 

Broad  cast  it  round  the  land. 

Thou  know’st  not  which  may  thrive, 

The  late  or  early  sown; 

Grace  keeps  the  precious  germ  alive, 

When  and  wherever  strown. 

Thou  can’st  not  toil  in  vain : 

Cold,  heat,  and  moist  and  dry, 

Shall  foster  and  mature  the  grain, 

For  garners  in  the  sky. 

Then  when  the  glorious  end, 

The  day  of  God  is  come, 

The  Angel  reapers  shall  descend, 

And  heaven  sing  “  Harvest  Home !” 

The  opening  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Pastor  of  the  Churchy 
and  the  Annual  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  for 
the  past  year,  prepared  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Bidwell,  was  pre¬ 
sented  and  read  by  that  gentleman. 

Addresses  on  this  occasion  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Brainerd  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Bur- 
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roughs  of  the  Baptist  Church ;  and  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Cooke  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Tyng  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  was  expected  to  address  the  meeting,  but  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  large  audience 
present,  he  declined  speaking,  stating,  that  he  would  reserve 
his  speech  for  another  occasion. 

The  Addresses  from  the  several  Gentlemen  indicated  that 
much  interest  was  felt  for  this  cause.  Mr.  Brainerd’s  address 
was  good  throughout,  and  showed  conclusively,  the  important 
bearing  and  great  utility  of  this  system  of  effort,  and  that  it 
should  be  sustained  and  carried  forward  with  renewed  vigour 
and  zeal. 

Mr.  Burroughs  spoke  of  the  bright  and  glorious  reward  that 
awaited  the  faithful,  self-denying  Tract  Visiter,  and  the  incen¬ 
tives  to  continued,  active,  and  untiring  labour  and  prayer. 

Mr.  Cooke  presented  a  statement  of  the  Tract  operations  in 
New  York — showed  the  happy  influence  of  the  volume  enter¬ 
prise  in  different  parts  of  the  Union,  also  the  very  great  im¬ 
portance,  that  the  Christian  community  generally,  should 
awake  to  far  more  strenuous  and  united  exertions,  in  behalf  of 
the  unevangelized  world,  that  soon  the  printed  page  may  be 
distributed  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  habitable 
earth. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  cheering  indications  for  good,  it 
would  seem  that  even  here,  in  this  highly  favoured  Christian  city, 
containing  upwards  of  140  places  for  public  worship,  many 
faithful  ministers  of  Christ,  with  a  band  of  more  than  600  tract 
visiters,  and  an  army  of  Sunday-school  teachers,  yet,  alas!  even 
here,  it  must  be  confessed  that  vice  and  wickedness  still  awfully 
prevail.  But  if,  by  our  united  efforts,  nothing  more  is  done 
than  merely  to  check  and  keep  back  the  tide  of  desolation  from 
overwhelming  us  with  utter  ruin,  it  well  behooves  us  to  hold  on, 
trusting  in  the  strength  of  an  Almighty  arm,  which  can  make 
even  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him. 
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Spring  Garden, 

Fair  Mount, 

Northern  Liberties, 

Penn  Township, 

East  Kensington, 
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J.  Marshall  Paul,  335  Spruce  street. 
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A.  Flint,  20  Sansom  street. 
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John  Harned,  Market  below  Twelfth. 
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Jacob  Sellars,  38  Market  street. 
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A.  Z.  Bardin,  Franklin  st.,  one  door  from  Green. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Maxwell,  Beach  st.  near  the  Market. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Cornwell,  17  Edward  street. 
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Francisville,  T.  W.  G.  Wiley,  Eleventh  above  Chestnut  street. 
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Rev.  W.  E.  Cornwell, 
A.  G.  Roland, 


John  Summers, 
A.  Z.  Bardin. 


REPOR  T, 


The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Philadelphia  Tract  Society 
come  again  to  render  its  annual  history  to  their  friends  and 
fellow  labourers. 

In  presenting  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Report,  the  Board 
would  record,  with  grateful  hearts,  the  tokens  of  the  Divine 
favour  which  has  given  success  to  their  labours  during  the  past 
year.  The  blessing  of  God,  like  the  dew  of  Hermon,  has 
descended  upon  tract  visitation,  giving  continued  and  cheering 
indications,  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  approves  the 
Tract  cause,  and  that  by  means  of  it  He  designs  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  much  good  to  his  kingdom. 

Another  year  in  the  history  of  this  Society  has  gone  with 
the  speed  of  an  angel’s  flight,  and  admonishes  us  to  pause  and. 
review  our  labours,  scan  our  motives,  and  be  stimulated  to 
increased  diligence  in  our  work  for  the  year  to  come. 

The  year,  now  closed,  has  been  a  year  of  the  right  hand 
of  the  Most  High.  God  has  been  in  the  midst  of  Zion,  mighty 
to  save.  His  footsteps  have  been  seen.  His  breathings  in 
the  valley  of  bones  have  been  manifest.  The  dead  in  sin  heard 
his  voice,  and  many  have  come  forth  to  new  life,  clothed  in  the 
garments  of  salvation. 

The  Angel  of  the  Covenant  still  lives  to  verify  his  promise  to 
his  people.  “  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway .”  In  his  name  and  in 
obedience  to  his  command,  your  Missionaries  and  Visiters 
have  gone  forth  on  errands  of  mercy,  bearing  the  tidings  of  a 
Saviour’s  love  to  dying  souls.  They  went  not  alone,  nor  la¬ 
boured  in  vain.  God  was  with  them,  and  obdurate  hearts 
melted  under  the  benign  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He 
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heard  their  prayers-— smiled  on  their  efforts,  and  made  them  the 
happy  instruments  of  winning  souls  to  Christ.  These  honoured 
co-workers  with  God  come  up  to  this  anniversary  this  evening, 
with  thankful  hearts,  to  tell  the  Society  and  its  friends  of  these 
triumphs  of  the  cross — these  trophies  of  a  Saviour’s  love. 

But  while  permitted  to  speak  of  some  success,  our  hearts  are 
saddened  at  the  thought  of  the  many  who  are  still  without 
hope— of  the  vast  army  of  120,000  immortal  beings,  marching 
with  rapid  pace,  from  the  midst  of  this  city,  to  the  world  of 
perdition.  We  long  for  their  rescue  and  salvation. 

♦  In  calling  the  attention  of  friends  to  the  interests  and  doings 
of  this  Society — its  labours  and  their  results,  we  have  no  un¬ 
usual  or  striking  facts  to  report.  Our  sphere  of  labour  is  hum¬ 
ble  and  unobtrusive ;  and  yet  we  believe  its  object  is  interesting 
to  God  and  to  angels.  Much  of  the  good  that  is  done ,  and  the 
salutary  and  saving  influence  which  is  exerted  by  this  Society 
on  immortal  minds,  is  silent  and  unnoticed  on  earth,  but  the 
grand  results,  of  souls  redeemed,  will  be  fully  known  when  the 
books  shall  be  opened  at  the  final  day, 

OUR  FIELD  OF  LABOUR 

Has  been  somewhat  enlarged,  embracing  now,  beside  the 
city  proper,  Southwark,  Northern  Liberties,  Kensington,  Spring 
Garden,  Fair  Mount,  Moyamensing,  Passyunk,  Hamiltonville 
and  Francisville,  containing  upwards  of  thirty-nine  thousand 
families,  and  divided  into  six  hundred  and  thirty  districts. 

MISSIONARIES  AND  VISITERS. 

Four  missionaries  have  been  sustained  in  the  field  during  the 
year.  This  has  been  done  with  difficulty,  from  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  the  times  and  the  want  of  funds.  The  Board  are  under 
special  obligations  to  several  gentlemen  who  aided  in  time  of 
need.  The  missionaries  and  ward  superintendents  have  been 
assisted  by  633  voluntary  distributers. 

To  this  noble  band  of  superintendents  and  visiters,  the  Board 
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are  under  grateful  obligations  for  their  self-denying  efforts  in 
the  Tract  cause.  To  these  faithful  and  untiring  friends  of  the 
cross,  is  this  city ,  also,  deeply  indebted  for  much  of  the  health¬ 
ful  influence  which  pervades  her  population. 


LABOURS  OF  THE  VISITERS. 

Month  by  month  have  these  devoted  labourers  gone  through 
the  alleys,  lanes  and  courts  of  our  extended  population.  They 
have  gone  among  the  poor,  the  ignorant  and  the  degraded — 
extending  the  benign  influences  of  the  gospel  over  a  multitude 
of  deathless  minds.  Amid  scenes  of  sorrow  and  distress, 
poverty  and  want,  of  sickness  and  death,  they  have  imparted 
comfort  to  the  body  and  consolation  to  the  mind.  These  visits 
of  kindness  have  been  extended  into  the  prisons,  into  the  house 
of  refuge,  into  the  hospitals  and  alms-houses,  among  the 
boatmen  along  the  rivers,  and  among  the  seamen  who  visit  our 
port;  and  for  the  most  part  they  have  been  cordially  welcomed, 
and  their  messages  of  salvation  kindly  received. 


NUMBER  OF  TRACTS  CIRCULATED. 


There  have  been  circulated  monthly  about  38,700  tracts  or 
454,400  tracts  in  the  English,  French  and  German  languages, 
during  the  year,  amounting  to  1,817,600  pages. 

In  addition  to  these,  have  been  furnished 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  the  City  Mis¬ 
sionary, 

Distributed  among  the  shipping  and  boat¬ 
men,  22,000 

In  the  criminal  and  humane  institutions,  37,500 

For  gratuitous  distribution  in  different  places,  39,300 


31,000  “ 


a 


a 
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AMOUNT  OF  SALES. 

Sold  at  the  Depository  to  societies  and  individuals,  including 
bound  volumes,  4,714,906  pages. 

Making  the  whole  amount  of  issues  by  the  Society  during  the 
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year,  5,844,706;  exceeding  the  issues  of  any  preceding  year, 
by  more  than  500,000  pages. 

To  this  amount  of  truth  thus  circulated,  has  been  added 
direct  personal  conversation  and  appeal  in  a  multitude  of  cases ; 
and  the  salutary  results,  whether  known  on  earth  or  not,  can¬ 
not  fail  to  be  deeply  interesting  and  important.  It  is  our  duty 
to  sow  the  seed ;  the  increase  is  of  God  alone. 

TRACTS  REFUSED. 

Of  38,900  families  in  the  City  and  Liberties  that  have  been 
visited,  269  only  have  refused  to  receive  tracts.  Many  fami¬ 
lies  which  refused  in  years  past,  now  willingly  receive  them. 

MONTHLY  REPORTS  AND  CONVERSIONS. 

The  monthly  reports  are  of  an  interesting  character,  and  fur¬ 
nish  ample  evidence  to  show  the  utility  of  tract  distribution,  and 
to  encourage  the  friends  of  this  cause  to  persevering  fidelity  in 
the  work. 

For  the  first  eight  months  in  the  year,  commencing  October, 
the  missionaries  whose  labours  are  confined  chiefly  to  South¬ 
wark,  Kensington,  and  the  Northern  Liberties,  reported  125 
hopeful  conversions.  During  the  summer  months,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  many  of  the  visiters,  the  reports  have  been  very 
imperfect. 

The  number  of  labourers  in  the  field  is  between  one  and 
two  hundred  more  than  in  previous  years,  and  the  results  of 
their  labours,  as  far  as  have  been  ascertained,  more  encou¬ 
raging. 

The  friends  of  this  cause,  notwithstanding  the  embarrass¬ 
ments  of  the  times,  have  cheerfully  continued  their  subscrip¬ 
tions,  so  that  our  receipts  have  not  fallen  off  very  materially. 

The  Female  Tract  Societies  in  the  different  churches  have 
not  withholden  their  friendly  aid,  and  some  of  them  nearly 
doubled  the  amount  heretofore  given.  We  trust  their  faith 
and  love  will  abound  yet  more  and  more . 
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The  missionary  for  West  Kensington  reports:  Three  young 
women  brought  into  the  Sabbath  school  by  the  visiters,  who 
now  give  evidence  of  a  saving  change,  and  engage  in  the  work, 
apparently,  with  all  their  hearts. 

He  says :  The  man  and  his  wife  before  reported  as  serious, 
have  both  come  out  decidedly  for  God.  They  have  erected 
the  family  altar,  and  applied  for  admission  to  the  church. 
Their  hopeful  conversion  has  been  effected  by  means  of  a  tract 
visiter,  who  has  followed  them  untiringly  by  prayer  and  en¬ 
treaty  for  two  years. 

It  is  now  thirty-three  months  since  I  began  my  labours 
in  this  district,  under  the  direction  of  your  Board.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  time  God  has  given  me  in  conjunction  with  the  visit¬ 
ers,  nearly  two  hundred  precious  souls.  Seventy  of  these 
have  united  with  one  church.  Forty  have  united  with  different 
churches  in  the  city.  Some  have  removed  to  other  parts  of 
the  country,  and  a  number  have  died  rejoicing  in  God. 

He  adds:  At  our  last  communion  eighteen  persons  were 
received  to  the  membership  of  the  church.  Most  of  whom  are 
heads  of  families.  About  twenty  others  attend  our  meeting ; 
six  of  whom  indulge  hopes.  Of  these  twenty  persons,  all  but 
four  have  been  the  objects  of  special  efforts  by  the  tract  visiters. 
I  have  seen  one  visiter  bringing  eight  or  nine  individuals  to 
meeting  at  a  time.  The  visiters  have  taken  hold  of  particular 
individuals  and  followed  them  day  by  day,  with  prayer  and 
entreaty,  till  they  saw  them  in  the  kingdom. 

A  visiter  says :  I  found  a  family  in  very  needy  circumstances, 
in  which  was  a  little  girl  fourteen  years  old,  who  has  suffered 
intensely  for  the  last  six  months  with  a  broken  spine.  When 
conversed  with,  she  told  me  she  knew  herself  to  be  a  great  sin¬ 
ner,  and  that  unless  her  heart  was  changed  she  could  not  en¬ 
ter  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  One  day  her  mother  found  her 
crying,  because  she  feared  God  would  not  forgive  her  sins. 
She  afterwards  obtained  peace  and  joy ;  delighted  to  read  the 
Bible  ;  waited  patiently  for  the  time  of  her  death ;  was  willing 
to  die,  and  when  her  friends  stood  around  her  dying  bed,  she 
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called  her  father,  and  urged  him  to  give  his  heart  to  the  Saviour, 
saying  that  God  was  now  calling  him  to  repentance.  “  I  am 
going  to  die ;  I  am  going  to  heaven;  and  wish  to  meet  my  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  there.”  Her  last  words  to  her  mother  were, 
“  I  am  dying ;  I  am  going  to  Jesus.” 

A  visiter  has  now  the  joy  of  seeing  three  persons  in  her  district 
brought  home  to  God,  who  were  indifferent  to  religion  till  she 
sought  them  out,  conversed  with  and  persuaded  them  to  the 
house  of  God.  One  of  these  is  a  man  with  a  large  family, 
whose  wife  is  now  serious. 

A  visiter  says:  a  very  respectable  man  attended  their  prayer 
meeting,  and  stated  that  he  had  been  awakened  and  led  to  re¬ 
pentance  by  reading  the  tract  “Quench  not  the  Spirit,”  which 
had  been  left  at  his  house. 

Says  another  visiter:  a  novel  was  sent  to  a  young  lady  ill 
with  the  consumption  for  her  amusement.  As  she  opened  it  a 
tract  fell  out.  As  death  was  the  subject  of  the  tract,  she  sup¬ 
posed  it  was  designed  for  her  perusal.  She  read  it,  and  now 
gives  pleasing  evidence  of  a  change  of  heart. 

A  visiter  reports  the  case  of  a  young  woman  who  died  in 
great  agony  of  mind,  without  hope  of  mercy.  Just  before 
her  death,  she  turned  her  imploring  eyes  towards  the  visiter, 
and  exclaimed,  “  O,  I  am  dying !  I  am  dying !  and  am  not  pre- 
!” 

A  visiter  met  with  a  man  who  had  been  sick  for  three  years. 
He  was  a  man  of  extensive  reading,  but  had  never  read  the 
Bible  till  recently,  and  now  he  takes  delight  in  studying  the 
Scriptures,  and  hopes  in  the  salvation  of  the  gospel. 

In  one  district,  a  young  woman  was  led  to  repentance  by 
reading  the  tract,  “  Sin  no  Trifle.”  Another  by  reading  the 
tract,  “The  Spirit  Grieved.”  Another  by  reading  the  “New 
Year’s  Tract.” 

A  missionary  says:  we  sustain  from  nine  to  twelve  weekly 
meetings,  which  have  been  blessed  to  the  salvation  of  souls. 

This  missionary  found  a  woman  sixty  years  old  in  deep  dis¬ 
tress  of  mind,  in  view  of  her  wasted  life  and  sins  against  God. 
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She  grieved  much  at  her  neglect  of  God  and  her  soul,  and  now 
begins  to  hope  in  Christ  for  salvation. 

He  also  mentions  the  case  of  a  young  man  wasted  by  con¬ 
sumption,  whose  mind  had  been  poisoned  by  reading  the  infidel 
writings  of  Paine  and  others.  The  missionary  lent  him  Wat¬ 
son’s  reply  to  Paine,  one  of  the  Tract  Society’s  publications. 
His  infidelity  was  swept  away,  and  he  now  gives  pleasing  evi¬ 
dences  of  piety. 

A  visiter  lent  Alleine’s  Alarm  to  a  mother  wTho  read  it  with¬ 
out  apparent  benefit.  She  then  lent  it  to  her  son,  whose  mind 
was  awakened,  and  led  to  repentance 'by  reading  it.  The  mo¬ 
ther,  seing  the  change  in  her  son,  was  led  to  feel  herself  a  sin¬ 
ner,  and  desired  to  read  the  book  again.  Several  others  are 
reported  as  having  become  more  or  less  deeply  awakened  by 
reading  the  bound  volumes  of  the  Society,  which  had  been 
loaned  them  by  the  visiters. 

A  visiter  reports  the  case  of  a  young  lady  whose  sister  gave 
her  the  tract  entitled  “  The  Last  Call;”  and  desired  her  to  read 
it.  She  replied  she  would  not,  and  threw  it  down.  But  on  re¬ 
flection  she  read  it,  and  was  led  to  ask  herself,  “  What  if  my 
soul  should  he  lost  ?”  which  caused  her  a  sleepless  night,  and 
led  her  to  the  feet  of  Jqsus. 

A  man  about  fifty  years  old,  in  a  note  to  a  visiter,  says : 
“  You  put  into  my  hands  those,  to  me,  blessed  tracts,  *  Don't  put 
it  off'  and  4  Quench  not  the  Spirit .’  They  were  the  means,  in 
the  Lord’s  hand,  of  fixing  an  arrow  of  conviction  in  my  heart. 
I  felt  that  I  had  indeed  put  off*  the  salvation  of  my  soul  too  long.” 
He  is  now  rejoicing  in  hope. 

The  missionary  for  Southwark  reports  nearly  sixty  conver¬ 
sions,  and  more  than  eight  hundred  meetings  for  prayer  and 
exhortation  during  the  year.  He  says  the  New  Year’s  Tract, 
which  a  visiter  left  at  a  house,  was  sent  to  Cape  May,  the  read¬ 
ing  of  which  was  blessed  to  the  conversion  of  an  individual 
there. 

He  adds :  two  conversions  are  reported  from  reading  the 
tracts  entitled,  “  Are  You  Ready,”  and  “  Quench  not  the  Spirit 
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He  reports  four  persons  indulging  hopes  connected  with  the 
family  where  a  prayer  meeting  was  held,  and  three  others  in¬ 
quiring  after  the  way  of  life. 

The  missionary  for  the  Northern  Liberties  reports  for  the 
year  312  prayer  meetings,  84  persons  persuaded  to  attend 
church,  159  children  engaged  for  the  Sabbath  schools,  79  per¬ 
sons  signed  the  temperance  pledge,  134  destitute  families  and 
individuals  supplied  with  the  Bible,  and  37  hopeful  conversions. 

The  missionary  for  the  Northwest  Division  reports  570 
prayer  meetings  held  during  the  year,  38  persons  who,  he  has 
reason  to  hope,  have  experienced  a  change  of  heart,  147  chil¬ 
dren  engaged  for  the  Sabbath  schools,  62  persons  persuaded 
to  attend  church,  and  38  families  supplied  with  the  Bible. 

The  superintendent  of  Locust  Ward  reports  several  interest¬ 
ing  cases.  One  was  a  man  75  years  old,  whom  the  superinten¬ 
dent  found  struggling  with  the  king  of  terrors.  When  asked 
if  all  was  well  in  view  of  an  awful  eternity,  he  replied,  “  O, 
yes;  I  have  resigned  my  ruined  soul  into  the  hands  of  my  Sa¬ 
viour.  He  will  not  leave  me,  nor  forsake  me  in  this  hour  of 
conflict.  For  fifty  years  I  have  been  trying  to  serve  him  in 
my  pilgrimage,  and  more  than  twenty  times  has  he  granted  me 
special  deliverance.  I  have  nothing  to  bind  me  to  this  world 
but  that  old  woman,  (pointing  to  his  wife,)  and  I  feel  that  it 
would  be  better  to  depart,  and  be  with  Christ.”  His  end  was 
peaceful  and  happy. 

This  superintendent  adds ;  I  found  a  young  man  in  the  last 
stage  of  consumption,  and  unprepared  to  die ;  seemingly  care¬ 
less,  and  hoping  to  be  better.  He  was  warned  of  his  danger, 
and  Alleine’s  Alarm  put  into  his  hands,  which  his  sister  pro¬ 
mised  to  read  to  him.  On  calling  again,  he  found  the  young 
man  deeply  anxious,  and  his  sister  impressed  by  what  she  had 
read  to  her  brother,  and  indeed  the  whole  family  much  inte¬ 
rested  in  the  subject  of  religion. 

He  further  reports  five  places  where  he  attended  each  week 
to  read  the  Scriptures  to  solemn  and  attentive  listeners.  He 
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regards  it  as  an  important  means  of  doing  good  to  souls,  to 
let  God  speak  in  his  own  language  to  the  hearts  of  men. 

Two  years  since,  one  of  your  missionaries  visited  a  family 
consisting  of  an  aged  man,  who  had  been  ill  six  years,  and  his 
wife  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  then  impenitent. 
The  old  man  has  recently  died  a  happy  and  triumphant  death. 
His  wife  now  hopes  in  Christ,  and  both  the  daughters  have  be¬ 
come  pious  and  devoted  tract  visiters. 

One  missionary  says :  I  have  been  called  to  witness  some 
very  distressing  scenes,  such  as  I  never  witnessed  before.  Se¬ 
veral  sudden  deaths,  one  of  them  an  awful  suicide;  another 
scalded  to  death  by  the  bursting  of  a  boiler;  and  another,  who 
was  sick  only  for  a  few  hours,  but  in  such  dreadful  pain  of 
body,  that  he  said  he  could  not  think  of  his  never-dying  soul. 
Several  interesting  cases  of  conversions  are  reported,  two  of 
them,  husband  and  wife,  who  for  a  long  time  had  not  been 
to  a  place  of  worship  ;  they  were  persuaded  to  attend  upon  the 
preaching  of  the  word,  and  are  now  both  rejoicing  in  hope. 
Two  others,  heads  of  families,  who  had  always  been  living  in 
the  neglect  of  the  means  of  grace,  and  who,  six  months  ago, 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  come  to  a  place  of  worship,  are  now 
so  engaged  in  the  things  of  religion,  that  one  of  them  rises  at 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning  to  his  work,  so  that  he  may  have 
time  to  attend  religious  meetings  in  the  evening. 

One  visiter  reports  great  satisfaction  in  labouring  among  the 
coloured  people,  they  receive  the  tracts  so  thankfully,  and  ap¬ 
pear  so  glad  to  see  her. 

The  missionary  remarks  that  this  visiter,  with  the  assistance 
of  her  sister,  supports  an  aged  mother  by  her  labour,  and  finds 
time  to  visit  all  the  families  in  her  district,  and  has  done  much 
to  relieve  their  temporal  wants,  and  in  getting  the  children  to 
the  Sunday  school.  The  young  woman  who  had  been  awakened 
by  reading  the  tract  “  The  Spirit  Grieved,”  gives  evidence  of  a 
change  of  heart;  and  another  attributes  her  conversion  to  the 
reading  the  tract  “  Come  and  Welcome.” 


16 


One  missionary  says :  I  have  had  much  to  encourage  me  in 
the  good  work  of  the  Lord.  In  my  last  report,  I  gave  some 
account  of  the  hopeful  conversion  and  happy  death  of  a  young 
man.  The  family  with  which  he  was  connected  had  not  been 
in  the  habit  of  attending  any  place  of  worship,  and  the  father 
especially  was  very  much  opposed  to  every  thing  like  evange¬ 
lical  religion — was  profane  and  intemperate.  After  the  death  of 
the  son,  they  were  often  visited,  and  the  result  is,  that  the  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  give  evidence  of  a  saving  change,  and  a  young 
woman  in  the  family  appears  not  far  from  the  kingdom. 

An  interesting  case  of  a  young  man,  a  Frenchman  and  a 
stranger,  is  mentioned  by  one  of  the  missionaries,  who  had 
been  invited  to  attend  the  prayer  meetings,  and  who  appeared 
anxious  to  receive  instruction  ;  and  hopes  are  now  entertained 
that  he  has  experienced  the  regenerating  grace  of  God.  The 
woman  mentioned  in  a  former  report,  who  was  afraid  she  had 
sinned  away  her  day  of  grace,  has  since  found  rest  and  peace 
in  believing. 

One  visiter  says:  I  have  eight  Roman  Catholic  families  in 
my  district,  all  of  whom  now  thankfully  receive  the  tracts. 
A  man,  where  one  of  the  prayer  meetings  have  been  held,  has 
commenced  family  worship  and  become  a  Sabbath-school 
teacher. 

The  visiters  are  often  pained  in  finding  families,  whose 
circumstances  are  very  wretched  and  miserable.  A  visiter 
says:  I  found  three  families  in  my  district  in  a  very  desti¬ 
tute  condition.  In  one  of  them  there  was  a  widow  with  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  eldest  boy  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  cannot  read!  all  of  them  growing  up  in 
moral  darkness,  having  no  clothing  any  ways  decent,  which 
has  prevented  their  attending  any  place  of  worship,  although 
the  mother  seems  desirous  of  so  doing. 

Several  backsliders  are  mentioned  as  having  been  brought 
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back  to  see  from  whence  they  have  fallen. 

A  tract  visiter  says:  it  is  with  unfeigned  gratitude  that  I  am 
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permitted  to  report  the  hopeful  conversion  of  three  persons  in 
my  district.  One  is  a  woman  who  never  could  find  time  to 
go  to  church,  or  to  attend  in  any  way  to  the  concerns  of  her 
soul’s  salvation ;  she  was  induced,  however,  to  hear  her  daugh¬ 
ter  read  the  tract  “Are  you  ready?”  and  when  done,  she  said, 
“  Dear  mother ,  are  you  ready  ?”  which  question  awakened  her 
to  feel  her  guilt  and  danger,  and  that  evening  she  went  to  the 
house  of  God  for  the  first  time  for  two  years.  She  now  finds 
time  to  attend  church  on  the  Sabbath,  and  two  or  three  times 
during  the  week,  and  feels  an  anxious  concern  for  her  children. 

Another  visiter  says :  four  families  in  my  district  hitherto 
neglecters  of  the  sanctuary  of  God,  have  promised  to  attend  in 
future,  and  one,  that  he  will  commence  family  worship. 

Another  visiter  writes :  we  are  cheered  and  encouraged  in 
our  feeble  attempts  to  do  good.  Since  our  last  one  of  our 
number  has  been  called  away  by  death,  but  for  her  to  die  we 
trust  was  gain.  In  losing  this  much  loved  daughter,  her  wi¬ 
dowed  mother’s  heart  was  rejoiced  in  the  return  of  a  prodigal 
son.  The  last  words  of  the  young  lady  were,  “  weep  not  for 
me,  dear  mother,  for  in  losing  your  daughter,  you  have  gained 
your  son.” 

A  tract  visiter  says  she  feels  much  encouraged.  A  tavern 
keeper  in  her  district  has  given  up  his  tavern — now  receives 
the  tracts  kindly,  and  has  become  a  member  of  the  church. 
Another,  who  was  first  awakened  by  reading  the  New  Year’s 
Tract,  has  united  herself  with  the  people  of  God. 

Another  visiter  reports  the  case  of  a  woman  who  was 
brought  to  feel  her  need  of  a  Saviour  by  reading  the  New 
Year’s  Tract.  She  has  become  united  with  the  church,  al¬ 
though  greatly  opposed  by  her  ungodly  husband ;  feels  willing 
to  endure  any  thing  if  she  can  but  cherish  the  hope  that  she 
belongs  to  the  family  of  Christ.  Visited  a  family  where  there 
were  three  sisters  who  had  hitherto  lived  a  very  gay  life,  but 
have  now  given  up  their  worldly  pleasures,  and  resolved  to 
serve  the  Lord.  Their  delight  is  now  in  the  societv  of  Chris- 
tians. 
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The  case  of  a  woman  is  reported  who  has  recently  lost  her 
husband,  and  left  with  eight  children,  without  any  means  for 
their  support.  She  is  not  only  in  distress  on  account  of  her 
temporal  affairs,  but  is  under  deep  conviction  for  her  sins. 

Several  visiters  report  that  it  is  very  evident  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  is  at  work  in  their  districts.  Those  who  have  received 
tracts  indifferently,  now  express  much  thankfulness,  seem  wil¬ 
ling  and  desirous  of  hearing  the  Bible  read,  and  of  conversing 
on  the  great  concerns  of  the  soul's  salvation.  Prayer  meetings 
well  attended,  and  very  solemn. 

A  visiter  had  a  prayer  meeting  established  in  her  district, 
and  invited  the  superintendent  to  conduct  it.  At  the  close  of 
the  first  meeting,  personal  conversation  was  had  with  the 
daughter  of  the  gentleman  at  whose  house  the  meeting  was 
held.  This  young  lady  had  hitherto  manifested  much  indiffe¬ 
rence  concerning  the  salvation  of  her  soul,  but  now  conviction 
was  fastened  upon  her  mind,  and  penitence  found  its  way  to 
the  heart.  She  has  since  made  a  profession  of  her  attachment 
to  the  Saviour,  and  is  now  a  consistent  member  of  the  church. 

One  of  the  superintendents  reports  several  hopeful  conver¬ 
sions;  one  of  them,  who  gave  decided  evidence  of  a  change  of 
heart,  has  since  been  called  away,  and  has,  we  trust,  made  a 
happy  exchange.  She  was  enabled  to  depart  in  the  triumphs 
of  faith,  praising  God  that  the  tract  visiter  had  been  directed 
to  her.  The  scene  has  had  a  very  happy  influence  on  the  mo¬ 
ther,  who  had  hitherto  lived  entirely  neglectful  of  religion.  She 
now  gives  good  evidence  of  unfeigned  repentance.  Another, 
who  was  quite  careless,  was  induced  by  the  visiter  to  attend 
the  sanctuary  of  God,  where  she  was  brought  under  conviction, 
and  now  seems  truly  penitent. 

A  visiter  says:  the  coloured  woman  whom  I  visited  last 
month,  who  was  very  ill,  and  seemed  perfectly  stupid  as  regards 
the  salvation  of  her  soul,  has  since  become  much  awakened  to 
feel  her  lost  condition,  and  is  now,  though  weak  in  body,  ap¬ 
parently  willing  to  make  a  full  surrender  of  her  heart  to  Christ. 
Another  individual  is  mentioned  as  being  under  deep  con  vie- 
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tion,  and  inquiring  with  anxious  solicitude,  “  What  must  I  do 
to  be  saved?” 

The  following  is  from  the  first  report  of  a  tract  visiter.  She 
says:  I  received  my  tracts,  and  immediately  commenced  visit¬ 
ing  in  the  district  appointed  me,  with  some  fearful  apprehen¬ 
sions  that  this  was  too  great  a  work  for  me ;  but  I  felt  in  some 
measure  relieved,  in  reflecting  that  even  I  had  a  duty  to  per¬ 
form,  and  that  God  could  bless  the  most  feeble  effort  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  glory,  and  the  good  of  perishing  souls.  I  found  the 
district  contained  116  families.  One  house  had  ten,  some  four, 
others  three,  and  very  few  less  than  two  families.  All  received 
the  tracts  with  the  exception  of  three.  One  woman  accepted 
it  for  the  first  time  :  it  was  difficult  for  her  to  understand  how 
tracts  should  be  printed  and  circulated  without  pay.  In  one 
house  I  found  extreme  poverty  and  wretchedness,  but  with  the 
aid  of  some  dear  friends,  I  was  enabled  to  administer  both  to 
their  temporal  and  spiritual  necessities. 

A  lady  met  me  in  the  street,  and  asked  me  very  kindly  for 
a  tract.  She  informed  me  that  herself  and  daughter  dated 
their  first  convictions  from  reading  the  New  Year’s  Tract,  and 
with  deep  emotion  said,  they  were  now  both  happy  in  the  hope 
of  an  interest  in  the  redeeming  love  and  mercy  of  the  Lord 
Jesus. 

A  tract  visiter  reports,  that,  owing  to  the  failure  of  two 
other  visiters,  he  took  three  districts  this  month,  containing  in 
all  about  250  families,  and  in  going  through  them,  he  found  all 
sorts  of  people,  from  those  in  the  highest  walks  of  life,  down  to 
the  most  miserable  and  degraded ;  and,  with  the  exception  of 
one  person,  the  tracts  were  uniformly  received  with  apparent 
kindness.  The  gay  lady,  surrounded  with  luxury,  and  the  poor 
stricken  widow7,  with  a  family  of  half  starved  childron,  seemed 
glad  to  receive  a  tract.  Even  poor  Jack,  the  sailor,  with  seve¬ 
ral  of  his  companions,  said  they  must  all  have  a  tract. 

How  many  of  them  will  be  read  wdth  serious  attention,  and 
what  impressions  will  be  made  on  the  heart,  will  be  known 
hereafter. 
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Three  hundred  and  eighty-two  families  have  been  supplied 
with  the  Bible.  Hundreds  of  children  have  been  led  to  the 
Sabbath  school,  and  many  persons  have  been  persuaded  to 
attend  the  house  of  God. 

In  view  of  the  statements  now  made,  surely  the  friends  of 
this  cause  will  feel  encouraged  to  persevere.  More  facts  of  a 
similar  character  might  be  added  did  time  permit. 

GREATER  AND  CONTINUED  EFFORTS  NEEDED. 

The  Board  would  again  point  their  Christian  friends  to  the  wide 
and  interesting  field  of  the  Society’s  labours.  Behold  it  white  for 
the  harvest,  and  ready  for  the  spiritual  sickle.  Who  will  enter 
in  and  reap  fruit  unto  eternal  life  ?  Four  hundred  more  labour¬ 
ers  are  needed  still,  giving  to  each  visiter  about  38  families. 

The  more  than  200,000  immortal  beings  who  throng  the  city 
and  liberties  are  still  here,  and  their  numbers  undiminished ,  a 
large  portion  of  whom  are  still  unreached  by  the  preached  gos¬ 
pel.  The  redemption  of  their  souls  is  precious  as  the  blood  of 
Jesus,  who  died  to  save  them.  A  fearful  responsibility  rests  on 
Christians  in  this  city.  God  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  people 
the  means  of  blessing  and  saving  multitudes  in  the  midst  of  us. 
These  undying  immortals  are  now  here  on  the  shores  of  time 
in  a  world  of  mercy  and  forgiveness.  In  a  little  while,  and 
they  will  be  gone  where  the  prayers ,  and  tears ,  and  efforts  of 
Christians  can  avail  them  no  longer. 

WANTS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  other  causes,  the 
Society  has  been  straitened  for  want  of  funds  to  meet  appro¬ 
priations  and  incidental  expenses  during  the  year.  The  Board 
are  but  the  almoners  of  the  Christian  public,  and  can  only  dis¬ 
pense  to  the  best  of  their  ability  what  the  churches  entrust  to 
their  hands.  A  thousand  dollars  is  wanted ,  at  the  present  mo¬ 
ment, ,  to  increase  the  stock  in  our  Depository,  and  it  should  be 

remembered  that  our  four  missionaries  are  all  located  in  the 
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suburbs :  not  one  have  we  yet  to  labour  in  the  city  proper.  Will 
not  the  friends  of  this  cause  feel  willing  to  increase  the  amount 
of  their  subscriptions,  and  thus  enable  the  Society  to  prosecute 
their  operations  with  more  animating  success? 

FOREIGN  FIELD. 

The  Board  renew  their  expressions  of  regret  on  account  of 
their  inability  to  aid  the  parent  society  in  its  noble  enterprise 
of  diffusing  far  and  wide  the  truths  of  salvation  in  foreign  and 
heathen  lands.  This  Society  say  in  their  last  report,  that  “the 
field,”  which  is  the  world,  wTas  never,  on  the  whole,  so 
widely  open  for  the  operations  of  the  press,  as  at  the  present 
hour.  Tracts  and  books  in  the  native  languages  are  rapidly 
multiplying.  Eleven  hundred  publications  in  various  dialects 
have  been  reported  on,  and  approved;  and  that  the  blessing  of 
God  seems  more  and  more  manifestly  to  rest  upon  the  efforts 
thus  made,  to  hasten  on  the  coming  of  our  Saviour’s  kingdom. 
The  Board  ask  the  assistance  of  the  churches  in  this  city,  that 
they  may  share  largely  in  this  blessed  work  in  the  year  to  come. 
They  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  and  utility  of  establish¬ 
ing  Ward  Libraries,  chiefly  from  the  published  volumes  of  the 
parent  society,  for  the  use  of  those  who  are  destitute  of  religious 
reading. 


PERSONAL  EFFORTS. 

Ever  since  the  primitive  disciples,  being  scattered  abroad 
from  Jerusalem,  went  every  where  preaching  the  word,  per¬ 
sonal  effort  for  the  salvation  of  men  has  been  highly  favoured 
of  God. 

This  entire  world  is  to  be  converted  to  Jesus.  The  triumphs 
of  the  cross  are  to  extend  over  all  hearts.  But  men  are  to  be 
converted  not  in  the  mass,  but  in  detail:  not  only  by  the  labours 
of  the  pulpit,  but  by  the  personal  and  persevering  efforts  and 
prayers  of  Christians  who  shall  go  forth  where  eye  meets  eye, 
and  heart  touches  heart,  and  with  tears  entreat  men  to  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  God. 


22 


Philadelphia  Tract  Society ,  in  account  with  D.  W.  Prescott ,  Treasurer. 


Received  from  September  20,  1839,  to  September  20,  1840. 
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Reformed  Church 

34  77 

James  Todd 

10 

Legacy  from  the  late  W.  J. 

Rev.  A.  Rood 

10 

Williams  300  0f> 

James  Hunt 

10 

Included  in  the  above,  are  from 

A.  H.  Hinckle 

5 

Societies  and  Individuals  to 

Daniel  Williams 

5 

aid  in  the  Foreign  Distribu¬ 

Andrew  Fenton 

5 

tion  c 

.61 

59 

